
COURT ORDER
ORDER NO: DATE: JUNE 23.2026

STATE OF TEXAS $

COUNTY OF HILL S

BE IT REMEMBERED, at a regular meeting of the Commissioners Court of Hill County. Texas, held on
thc 23'd day ofJUNE. 2026 on utotion made by and seconded by

the following Order was adopted

Declared local state of disaster regarding the threat of New
World Screwworm to Hill County, applicable to the
unincorporated areas of Hill County, until terminated by the
County Judge or Commissioners Court.

DONE IN OPEN COURT this 23'" day O
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County Judge
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Shane Brassell HILL COUNT}'JUDGE
(25{) itl-{010P.O. Box {57

Hillsboro TX 766.15

LOCAL DECLARATION OF DISASTER FOR THE UNINCORPROATED

AREAS OF HILL COUNTY REGARDING THE THREAT OF NEW
WORLD SCREWWORM

WHEREAS. the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 authorizes the presiding ofticer ofthe goveming body ofa
political subdivision lo declare a local state of disaster if the presiding oflicer finds that a disaster has

occurred or that the occurrence or threat ofdisaster is immincnt; and

WHEREAS, Section 418.108(a) of the Texas Covernment Code authorizes the C'ounty Judge, as

presiding officer of the goveming body of the County. to declare a local state of disaster upon the

occurrence or threat ofdisaster; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Animal Health Commission is charged with protecting the livestock. donrestic

animals. and poultry of this State and with controlling aninral diseases and animal pests. and county

commissioners' courts shall cooperate with and assist the Commission rvhen requested. as provided by

Section I61.003 ofthe Texas Agriculture Code; and

WHEREAS, Section 418.190 of the Texas Govemment Code requires the Texas Animal Heallh

Commission to prepare and maintain an agriculture emergency response plan as an annex to the State

Emergency Management Plan; and

WHEREAS, on January 29. 2026, the Govemor of Texas issued a statewide disaster declaration

rcgarding the threat of the New World screw*orm flyl and

WHEREAS. on June J.2026. New World screwworm larvae were confirmed by the United States

Depanment of Agriculture in a 3-week-old calf in Zavala County, Texas. nlarking the first confimed

case in Texas in decades and rlernonstrating the risk ofintroductioll and spread within the State: and

wHEREAS. on June |i,2026. New World screwworm larvae were confirmed by the tinited states

Department of Agriculture in Gillespie County. Texas. on June 9'r'. in La Salle County. Texas. on June

ll,, in Tom Green County and on June 12" in Sutton County. demonstrating the risk of spreading

within the State: and

wHEREAS. the New world screwwonn (cochliomyia hominivoraxl is a destructire parasitic pcsl

uhose lanae infest liling wann-blooded aninrals and can cause scvere injury' dcath' and substantial

losses kr livcstock. wildlife, companion animals, agriculrural Operations, and related commcrce; and

wHEREAS.HillCounryisvulnerabletosignificantharmrolivestock.agriculnrre.wildlitiresources.



related business activit!'. and propeffy inlerests fiom the tntroduction or spread of Nerv World

screwwomr within or near the Counry: and

WHEREAS. the Count)' Judge of Hill ( ounty finds thal thc corfirmed presence of Ncu \l'orld

screw\.{ orrn in Texas and the continuing risk of introduction or spread conslitute an imminent threat

of disaster within the meaning of the Texas Disastcr Act and that extraordinary measures are

warranted to prcpare for. prevent. respond to. and mitigatc that tkeat:

\01\, THEREI'ORE, PLTRSt-'A\t' TO SE(TlO\ 418.108 ()l' 'rHt- r'uxAS
(;0\,ER\}IENT CODE, I, SII,\\E BRASSEI,I,, CoU\T\ JI.ID(;E oF IIILI, ('()('\T},
TE\,\S. TS PRESIDI\(; oFFICER OF THE GovER\I\(; BOD}' O}' HILL ('o[i\T}'.
HEREB\' FI\D ]'H,AT THE ('O\TIR}IED PRT]SI]NC'E ()F TI]\} \1'oRT-D

SCRE\\'\I'OR}I I\ I'EXAS A\D THE I'HREAT OF ITS INTRODLCI'IO\ OR SPRE,{D

I\To HILL (]OUNTY CO:{STIT'UTES A\ Illlll\E\T THRE:{T OF DlS.rsTER A\D
DE('I,,AR-E A LOCAI, ST.\TE OF DIS.\STER FOR THE TINI\CORPORATED .\RE-\S
oF HILI- ( Ot Nr'\. Tl:\..rS.

L Declaration

A local slate ofdisaster is hereby declared lor Hill County. Texas, due to the confirmed presence of
New World screwworrn in Texas and the imminent threat of its introduction or spread rvithin or

atfecting Hill County.

2. Activation of Ernergency Management Measures.

This Declaration activates the appropriate recovery. nlitigation, preparedness. and response aspects

of all apphcable local and interjurisdictional em!-rgency management plans and authorizes the

tirmishing of aid and assistance under this Declaration. Additionally, Pursuant to Section 418.t08

(d) of the Govemmenl Code. this Declaration of a local state of disaster activates the Hill County

Emergency Management Plan.

J. Coordination with State and Federal Agencies

The County's Emergency Management Coordinator and other appropriate County olficials are

directed and authorized to coordinate with all appropriate agencies and stakeholders regarding

surveillance, reporting. public information. preparedness. and response activities related to the

n-ew World scre$'womr threat.

4. Use ofCounty Resources.

All arailable County resources reasonably necessary to cope with this threatened disaster are

authorized for use in accordance with applicable [a\4'

5. Public Intbrmation and Protective Actions.

The Hill County Ernergency Management Coordinator is authorized to issue and disseminate

guidance to livestock owners. \cterinarians. agricultttral operators. erhibitors. and the public

conceming identification, reporting. prevention. and rcsponse measures relating to thc Neu'\l'orld

scre\r'worTn threat.

6. Filing and Publiciry

This Declaration shall be given pronlpt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly with the

CountyClerkinaccordancewithSectiorr4l8.l08(c)oftheTexasGovemmentCode.



7. Request for Assistance

Flill County requests all appropriate state and federal assistance necessary to supporl preparedness

prevention, response. mitigation, and recovery etTofis relating to the threat ofNew World scre\{-wonn.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED thar this declaration be in effect from the date of adoption by the Hill
CoLrnty Commissioners' Court. This order shall rcmain in effect until rescinded by the County Judge ol
Hill County. Tcxas if the County Judge and Hill County Emergency Managcnrent Coordinator
determines that the circumstances that require the Order no longer exist.

Tu'-

Jim

ADOPTED, this 211-day_q_lJ!!9.2-q20 by a vote of: ayes

I, County Judge

nays.

Larry N,C ioner Precinct 2

. Commissioner Precinct 4

ommissioner Precinct I

k
Scotty Hawkins, Commissioner Precincl 3

ATTEST:

Nicole Tanner. H ounty Clerk

D

Shane
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